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2015 IECC target ERI scores 
range from 51 – 55 based 

on climate zone
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•Overview of the ERI Performance Path in the 2015 

IECC

•Benefits of the Energy Rating Index Score Option

•Frequently Asked Questions

•Cost Effectiveness of Using the ERI to Comply 

with the 2015 IECC

•Implementation Guidelines for the ERI 

Performance Path

•ERI Performance Path Score Alternatives

•Case Studies: Incorporating the HERS Index into 

an Energy Code

Six informational fact sheets are available
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� Integration into Codes
� “Energy Rating Index” in IECC 2015

� ERI Information Fact Sheets

�Coverage in popular media

�Social media/website

� Leveraging relationships:  
� Partnership with the International Code Council

� Utilities & Local Governments

� EnergySmart Builder Program
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Who is Using the HERS 

Index?

• To date, jurisdictions in seven 

states have incorporated a 

HERS Index Score option into 

their residential code:

• Arkansas

• Colorado

• Idaho

• Kansas 

• New Mexico

• New York

• Massachusetts
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�Builders are committed to:

�Having all of their homes energy rated following 
RESNET Standards

�Marketing their homes' HERS Index
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�Over 200 builders have joined the program

�Colorado Builders:
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�Benefits of being an EnergySmart Builder

� Representation on the RESNET Board of Directors

� Three representatives on the RESNET Board

� Vote on RESNET Board representative

� Representation at the national level to Congress

� Posting on the RESNET web site and the RESNET 
Home Energy Rating Index Score websites

�Authorization to use RESNET EnergySmart Builder 
logo on website and other marketing material

OVERVIEW OF THE OVERVIEW OF THE OVERVIEW OF THE OVERVIEW OF THE RESNET RESNET RESNET RESNET ENERGYSMARTENERGYSMARTENERGYSMARTENERGYSMART
BUILDER PROGRAMBUILDER PROGRAMBUILDER PROGRAMBUILDER PROGRAM

www1.resnet.us/builders/mou.aspx
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� Lenka Martin, Covington Homes

�Bill Rectanus, New Town Builders

RESNET RESNET RESNET RESNET ENERGYSMARTENERGYSMARTENERGYSMARTENERGYSMART BUILDER EXPERIENCESBUILDER EXPERIENCESBUILDER EXPERIENCESBUILDER EXPERIENCES
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“ We Stand Apart” 

• Local Smaller not Publically Owned Large Scale Production Builder 

• Relational not Transactional

• Selling Value & Better way of living not Price

• Quality construction - Attention to detail – Better experience 

• Building Culture – Creating Communities

• 1st year Energy Smart Builder 

• “More Thought Per Square Foot” 

• Building above code but no proof

• “We Build it Better” & 

• We prove with with HERS score

Becoming Becoming Becoming Becoming Energy Smart BuilderEnergy Smart BuilderEnergy Smart BuilderEnergy Smart Builder
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• The Right Team 

• Robby Schwarz with Energy Logic, Inc

• Todd Gamboa with Building Trust, LLC

• Training and educating trades and sales team

• Minor improvement to building techniques

Green & Energy Efficient Building Consultants

BUILDING TRUST,  LLC

Embracing the HERS testingEmbracing the HERS testingEmbracing the HERS testingEmbracing the HERS testing

Marketing High PerformanceMarketing High PerformanceMarketing High PerformanceMarketing High Performance
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Higher Standards, Higher Value, Higher Savings

Marketing High PerformanceMarketing High PerformanceMarketing High PerformanceMarketing High Performance

Marketing High PerformanceMarketing High PerformanceMarketing High PerformanceMarketing High Performance
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Benefits of HERS testing & 

working with a reputable RESNET rater

• Your Rater Matters

• Verifying work is being done & done correctly

• Assisting with quality control

• Making trade partners accountable

• Saving time in the field

• Decreasing warranty recalls

• Building reputation

• Helping sell homes
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Lenka Martin, Realtor®, Eco-Broker, CSP 

Listing Broker, Sales Manager

Covington Homes

Lenka@CovingtonHomesCO.com

(719) 205-5248
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RESNET Energy Smart Builder
New Town Builders

Bill Rectanus, Vice President of Operations

Founded 1992 

o Greentree Homes

New Town Builders – Established 1999 

o New Urbanist Building Style

Denver Based Mid-Sized Home Builder

o Top 15 by sales volume

o National Builder Dominated Market

o Annual Closings 120 – 140

Mission Driven to be an Innovative Market Leader

New Town Builders
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New Town Builders

Annual Closings

o 2012 – 101 Closings

o 2013 – 94 Closings

o Lot supply issues

o 2014 – 126 Closings 

o 2015 – 120 Closings

o 2016 – Estimated 240 Closings

Current Product Lines

Single Family

o Greentree

o Solaris

o Z.E.N

o Z - Lots

3-Story Townhomes

o Conservatory Green 

o Perrin’s Row

o Ridgegate

2-Story Townhomes

o Ridgegate
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Castlewood Ranch

Single Family on Acre Lots

o Energy Star version 3.0

o Standard HERS Mid 50’s with No PV

o 2 Story and Ranch Plans

o 2800 sf to 3600 sf

o Base prices $485,000 to $530,000

Single Family Solaris

Our third generation of Solaris

o Originally introduced in 2009

o Standard HERS 30-36 with 2.65 kW PV

o Zero Energy Option HERS <10 with 

about 10kW PV

o 4 two-story single family floor plans 

with basements

o 1,837 sf to 2,241 sf

o Base prices $419,900 to $464,900

o DOE Grand Winner Innovation 2013
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Perrins Row Townhomes

Our first generation of DOE ZERH 

Townhomes

o Energy Star version originally 

introduced in 2009

o Standard HERS 24-31 with 3 kW PV

o 3 three-story floor plans 

o 1187 sf to 1633 sf

o Base prices $260,000 to $370,000

o DOE Innovation Award 2015  

Single Family Z.E.N.

Zero Energy from a clean sheet of paper

o Introduced in 2013

o Developed with software from ORNL, 

Passive House, NREL, HERS

o HERS <10 with 7-8kW PV

o Three two-story single family floor 

plans with basements

o 1,878 sf to 2,115 sf

o Base prices $472,900 to $491,900

o DOE Grand Winner Innovation 2014
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Marketing the HERS Score

Marketing the HERS Score
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Our Rater Relationship

o Design HERS Score Review

o Site Testing and Verification

o Energy Star

o DOE ZERH

o EPA Indoor Air Plus

o Water Sense – Coming Soon!

o Training

o HVAC Design - Manual J, S and D

o Plan Development Review and 

Consultation

What’s a Builder to do?

o Learn from the Industry
o Local and National Network

o National Programs
o DOE Building America

o Local and National Consultants
o RESNET Certified Energy Rater

o Study the Scenarios
o Don’t stop at one

o Partner with a good Energy Rater

o Learn and Adjust

o Make sure it works
o Don’t do harm in trying to do right!


