
Has the Prescriptive Path 
seen its last days?

Target, table 402.x, arrow



Has the Prescriptive 
Path seen its last days?
With the incorporation of the ERI (HERS path) in the 2015 IECC 
which compliance path is the best?
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Has the Prescriptive Path seen its last days?

• Approximately 1.5 years ago the 2015 IECC was released and the new energy code incorporates a 
different compliance path that takes into consideration appliance loads, renewable generation and 
mechanical trade-offs.  With this new compliance path will the homebuilder gravitate to this new 
path or stay with the prescriptive path, which includes REScheck?  

• Working in the southwestern U.S. the presenter will show the benefits and obstacles to an energy 
code of the future with no prescriptive path.  With jargon such as better than code, and low HERS 
scores infiltrating the building industry can a performance path be the chosen compliance path 
within the IECC?  By looking at energy code adoption trends, state policies supporting the newer 
energy codes, witnessing the changes in the commercial energy code, and watching the clean tech 
industry the picture of the future code is all around.



Learning objectives

• Picture of man asleep at desk
• 1. multiple compliance paths 
• 2. How paths interrelate
• 3. How to operate under the new code
• 4. Where is the energy code going in six years
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Compliance Paths

•Multiple Compliance Paths



How Paths interrelate



Is the new code more complex…



Where is the energy code in six years?





Compliance Paths

• Table R402.1.2 
• Table R402.1.4
•Section R405 / Table R405.5.2(1)
•Section R406 / Table R406.4



Table R402.1.2 (R-Value table)



Table R402.1.4
• Prescriptive
• REScheck



Section R405 / Table R405.5.2(1)
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Section R406 / Table R406.4 (Energy rating 
Index)



Policy Implications – no prescriptive

•Design
•Adoption
•Compliance
•Education
•Government
• Interests



Policy Implications – no prescriptive



ERI or performance path





Adoption trends



ERI adoptions

•VT
• TX
•MA



Where is the code going next?



History – Look back to look forward



• Insert NW proposals and NAHB proposals



• Insert NW proposals and NAHB proposals



2018 Proposals

•Potential proposals for multiple prescriptive paths
•Clarification to ERI
•3 - 5% efficiency improvement









Is now the time to capture new technology?Is now the time to capture new technology?

•Smart thermostat
•Structured plumbing
• Tankless water heaters
•Renewables

How will this impact
policy decisions?



“Everyone here has the sense that right now is 
one of those moments when we are influencing 
the future”
Steve Jobs

• Thanks – Jim Meyers, Southwest Energy Efficiency Project
• Jmeyers@SWEnergy.org  /  @EnergyMeyers
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